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fine large voice of his. 'How endlessly beautiful and unexpected
France can be! And what lonely places! How are you?'
He was now standing in front of her.
c I'm better and happier, thanks to some good advice I had.5
clf it was of service/ he said. 'Yes, you look ever so much
better. Indeed you look radiantly well. How are the others?'
c Scattered for the most part.'
He did not seem to mind about that. 'Where is Lady Cath-
erine?5 he asked.
As he spoke he looked at the cypresses and magnolias that
masked most of the house from him and then up and down the
slopes about them for the lovely figure he sought. How easy a
thing, Mrs. Ryiands reflected, it was to make a man over con-
fident. He'd gone off to make up his mind about Lady Catherine,
it was only too evident, and here he was back with his mind made
up, made up indeed altogether, and quite oblivious to the fact
that Lady Catherine had gone on living at her own natural pace,
during his interval of indecision. He became aware of a pause in
answering his inquiry. His eyes came back to the face of his
hostess. (Surely he had not been clipping those once too dis-
cursive eyebrows! But he had!) She tried to impart her informa-
tion as though it was of no deep interest to either of them.
c Lady Catherine/ she said, ' has gone to England/
Mr. Sempack was a child when it came to concealing his
feelings. ' Gone to England! * he cried. c I was convinced she would
stay here.3
' She was restless/ said Mrs. Ryiands.
cBut /was restless!' protested Mr. Sempack, opening vast gulfs
of implication.
' She went yesterday.'
'But why has she gone? Why should she go to England?5
'When the news of the strike came it lit her up like a rocket
and off she went fizz-bang/ said Mrs. Ryiands.
'But why?5
cTo save the country.'
eBut this strike/ said Mr. Sempack, 'is nothing at all. Just
political nonsense. Why should she go to England?'
She found her respect for Mr. Sempack collapsing like a snow-
man before a bonfire. She ceased to scrutinise his improvements.
"I'm not responsible for Lady Catherine/ she said and smoothed